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W elcometoanother issueof FMW&HStrides.
Howarewe faring?Please letusknow. It is ourwish to continue
to improve, and there is a lot that youcanhelpuswith in that
regards: byyour feedback.

In this issue,webring toyou thedetailsof thepresentationby theMinister
ofWorks&Housing,MrBabatundeRaji Fashola, SAN, to theFederal
ExecutiveCouncil on theprogressofNigeria’s infrastructural development
beingmadeby theministry.
TheSpecial Adviser toPresidentMuhammaduBuhari onMediaand
Publicity,Mr FemiAdesina, described it as “dazzling”. Fashola’s colleague
in the InteriorMinistry, RaufAregbesoladescribed thepresentationas
“beautiful,well-delivered,withgoodarticulation.”
Hereyouhave themeatof thematter.
InStarters,we feature thecommissioningof thepilotof theFederal
MortgageBankofNigeria’s EstateDevelopmentLoan.
Muchmore to readanddigest toenrichyourknowledge, in thepages
ahead.
Letnothing stopyou.

‘DAZZLINGDELIVERY’
DETAILSANDMUCH
MORE
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EDITOR’SNOTECONTENTS

COVER:Workers ofMessrs JuliusBerger Plc
on the First Deckof the 2ndNigerBridge
Project, AsabaSectionon 11 February 2020

HonMinisterBabatunder Fasholasan (right)beingbriefedby theProjectDirector, Engr. Friedrich JosefWieder
(middle)during the inspectionof the2ndNigerbridge inAnambraandDeltaStates, 11 February2020
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A t the Presidential Retreat for
Ministers-designate, Presi-
dential Aides, and other top
Government functionaries,

in August 2019, President Muhammadu
Buhari declared that one of his admi-
nistration’s #NextLevel commitments
was “to deepen access of Nigerians to
affordable housing and consumer cre-
dit.”

At the event, the Minister for Works
and Housing, Babatunde Raji Fashola,
SAN, unveiled the plan by the Ministry
to execute the vision through the
granting of loans by its agency, the Fe-
deral Mortgage Bank of Nigeria
(FMBN), to cooperative associations, to
build houses.

By using Cooperatives as anchor, Fa-
shola noted that the Federal Govern-
ment hoped to reach the large

members of the informal sector and
scale up construction of houses with
its multiplier effects on the economy -
boosting of cottage industries which
make building materials such as pain-
ts, doors, roofing materials, nails and
electrical fittings – and employment
and income for artisans who would
build the houses.

Hurrah: on 17 Fe-
bruary 2020, Fa-
shola
commissioned
the first set of 77
housing units -
40 2-bedroom
semi-detached
bungalows and
37 3-bedroom
detached bunga-
lows- built by

the AKACARE Cooperatives at the Woo-
dhill Estate in Kuje, Federal Capital
Territory (FCT), Abuja.

He said that, in flagging off the policy
with the AKACARE Cooperative Hou-
sing Scheme, Government “seeks to
multiply the number of housing units
FMBN had financed for some coopera-
tives in the formal sector by unlea-
shing the power of cooperatives and
empower their voluntary will to act to-
gether in pursuit of the common desi-
re to access housing and credit.”

All the Cooperatives are to do are regi-
ster, acquire land with title and buil-
ding permit from the government of
the respective states where their land
is located.

Commending AKACARE Cooperative for
embracing the #NextLevel initiative,
Fashola declared: “As every cooperati-
ve chooses what it desires and can af-
ford, the FMBN, representing the
Federal Government of Nigeria, will be
your partner, providing financial sup-
port to enable you act voluntarily to
choose and build what you accept and
your income can afford.”

In his opening remarks, the Managing
Director/Chief Executive of FMBN, Arc.
Ahmed Musa Dangiwa, said the basic
infrastructure already built to fully ser-
vice the Estate includes an internal
road network, electricity and water
works to create a conducive and livea-
ble environment adding that five of

STARTERS

Visionaccomplished
withnewCo-op
HousingEstate in
Abuja

Entranceof theWoodhill EstateatGodoji Road,Kuje, FCTAbuja

Someof the2-bedroom
semi-detachedbungalows
inside theEstate

Continued on page 7
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COVER

I t was in line with President
Muhammadu Buhari’s directi-
ve to track the performance
of his ministers that the Mini-

ster of Works & Housing, Mr Baba-

tunde Raji Fashola, SAN, made a
presentation to the Federal Execu-
tive Council on the progress of in-
frastructural renewal and
expansion.

So, why did Fashola’s presentation
“(get) everyone applauding,” in the
words of the Special Adviser to
President Buhari on Media and
Publicity, Femi Adesina and a fel-
lowminister, Rauf Aregbesola (In-
terior Ministry) describing it as
“beautiful, well-delivered, with
good articulation.”

In the comment

Simple: proof of infrastructure
being delivered across the federa-
tion, in videos, pictures, tables and
charts.

Samples:

“Our primary business over the next four years is towork together towards
delivering the results that the people of Nigeria expect fromus.
Wehave agreat opportunity as anadministration to build on the progress
alreadymade, in order to build and fundamentally shift Nigeria’s trajectory
to the path of steady growth anddevelopment.
As you are aware, the Federal Executive Councilmeeting is held onaweekly
basis. As part of efforts towards ensuring effective delivery onour
priorities, I have directed the Secretary to theGovernment of the Federation
to track progress againstwhatwehave committed to do to achieve these
objectives.”

- PresidentMuhammaduBuhari, while swearing in federal
ministers on Wednesday 21 August 2019

Heartof
Nigeria’s
economic

renaissance
pumping

Steadily
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cal infrastructure - construc-
tion of the 2nd Niger Bridge
and the reconstruction of the
127-km Lagos-Ibadan Expres-
sway and the 375-km Abuja-
Kaduna-Zaria-Kano dual car-
riageway, a major trunk road
linking the southern and nor-
thern parts of Nigeria – all
being financed by the special-
ly-created Presidential Infra-
structure Development Fund
(PIDF) being managed by the
Nigerian Sovereign Investment
Authority (NSIA)

● Steady progress on the con-
struction of the Oju/Loko–
Oweto Bridge over River Be-
nue to link Loko (Nasarawa
State) and Oweto (Benue Sta-
te); Lokoja-Obajana-Kabba-Ilo-
rin Road (a section of which is
being constructed by the Dan-
gote Group in exchange for tax
remissions; Bida-Lambata
road; Dualisation of Suleja-
Minna road, Kano-Maiduguri
road, Enugu-Port Harcort dual
carriageway and Onitsha-Enu-
gu Expressway.

● Steady progress on the Bodo-
Bonny project,which is also
being part-financed by the Ni-
geria LNG Limited for tax con-

cessions.

● Ongoing and
completed
inner roads in
43 federal
universities
across the
country.

● Houses being
built under
the National
Housing Pro-
gramme in the States which
provided land for the purpose
and the Federal Capital Terri-
tory.

● And jobs being created:
455,048 direct jobs, 61,950 in-
direct ones (in the housing
sector) and 49,080 direct and
95,315 indirect jobs in the hi-
ghway construction sector.

In the words of the Minister, “the
Ministry within the period under
review (August – December, 2019)
has focused on the key areas of
deliverables set for it by the ERGP
(Economic Recovery Growth Plan)
with a view to changing the natio-
nal economic trajectory in the In-
frastructure Sector in a
fundamental way.

“The policies, programmes and

projects of the Ministry have con-
tributed to stabilise the macro-
economy of the country through
job creation as a result of con-
structions at various sites across
the country. In the same vein, con-
struction and rehabilitation of
roads has supported increased
agricultural productivity and food
security through easy evacuation
of farm produce to markets across
the country. These activities have
positively impacted transportation
by reducing travel times along
some routes that were hitherto
difficult to traverse, thereby com-
plementing other infrastructure
along the alignments where roads
are constructed.

The activities of the Ministry have
contributed to enabling the

Final inspectionof thecompletedsectionofKaraend toBergerBusStopof
Lagos-IbadanExpresswayon29Feb2020

Continued on page 7
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27 JAN

10FEB

13 FEB

11 FEB

11 FEB

26FEB

INPHOTOS

ActingDirector,HighwaysNorthEast, Engr.RugbaEmenoge inspecting theconstructionof
Tudun-Wuss-Baraza-Durr-Zumbul-Polchi-Dot-KwanarRoad inBauchiState

HRH.Alhaji YusufNuhu, TheEtsuofAgaiegreets theMinisterofWorksandHousingBabatunde
Raji Fashola, san,who is in thecompanyofdirectorsof theministryandsome journalistson
inspection tourof theConstructionofAgaie-Katcha-BaroRoad (RigidPavement) inNigerState

PersonnelofRCCNiger Limitedatworkon thedualisationof Lokoja–BeninRoad,Obajana
Junction–BeninCity, Section IV, Ehor–BeninCity inEdoState, ContractNo.6138 (SukukProject)

HonMinisterBabatundeFasholasan (left) beingconductedaroundby theProjectDirector,
Engr. Friedrich JosefWieder (right)during the inspectionof the2ndNigerbridge inAnambra
andDeltaState

Participantsat the“Sensitisation/AwarenessProgrammeonServicomPrinciplesandService
Delivery/Improvement”Organisedby theDepartmentofReformCoordinationandService
Improvementat theMinistry'sConferenceHall

MinisterofWorks&Housing,BabatundeRaji Fashola, duringhis inspectionof thedualization
ofOdukpani-Itu (Spur to Ididep Itam)– IkotEkpeneRoad inCrossRiver/Akwa IbomStates

TheMinisterofWorks&HousingBabatundeRaji Fashola, SAN (middle)and theMinisterofState,
EngrAbubakarD.Aliyu, FNSE (3rd left)flankedby theManagementof theAfricanRegional
Institute forGeospaital InformationScienceandTechnology (AFRIGIST)whohadpaidacourtesy
visit to theminister

30 JAN

23FEB

TheMinisterofState forWorks&Housing, EngrAliyDAbubakar, FNSEbriefing journalistsafter
his inspectionof theGaya-Wudil axis inKanoState.Withhimare theZonalControllerNorthWest
andsomestaffof theKanoStateMinistryofWorks&Housingandofficialsof theDantataand
SawoeCompanywhich isworkingon the road.
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the completed units were already oc-
cupied by subscribing members of
AKACARE Multipurpose Cooperative
Society who were also present at the
occasion.

The ongoing second phase of the pro-
ject will deliver an additional 77 units
to make a total of 154 houses in all ad-
ding that to improve accessibility to
the Estate, FMBN was providing an ad-
ditional loan to complete the 2.1- kilo-
metre access road from the major
junction as its socio-economic contri-
bution to open up that area of Kuje for
other real estate developments.

Expressing appreciation to the Mini-
ster for driving the vision and the pas-
sion for the model of affordable
housing delivery through cooperative
societies, the FMBN boss added that
already, at about 17 jobs per unit, the
project has created 1,309 direct jobs to
the local environment adding that the
Bank would continue to strive to keep
positively impacting the Nigerian eco-
nomy through its business.

F our days after the Kuje launch,
the Minister was in Gombe to
commission 62 3-bedrooms and

82 2-bedrooms on Dukku Road Housing
Estate, Gombe, financed through
FMBN’s Estate Development Loan.

For FMBN’s Board Chairman, Dr Adewa-
le Adeeyo and Managing Director, Arc
Ahmed Musa Dangiwa, it was an affir-
mation that the National Housing Fund
(NHF) scheme is meeting its mandate
of delivering decent and affordable
houses to Nigerians, especially those
within the medium- and low-income
brackets.

For the Acting Managing Director of
Gombe State Investment and Property
Development Company, Mohammed
Bashir Nuhu, pioneering the Scheme in
the federation and getting the houses
ready on schedule, it was the making of
history.

For the beneficiaries of the houses, it

was pure joy to become “landlords”.

Governor Yahaya thanked the President
Muhammadu Buhari Administration for
not only providing houses for Nigerians
but also jobs through the scheme.

As it were, the success of this scheme
and the Cooperatives’ Housing Scheme
will go a long way in fulfilling President
Buhari’s June 12 Charter of Prosperity
by President Buhari: to lift 100 million
Nigerians out of poverty.

…asFMBN’sEstateDevelopment
LoanSchemetakesoff

STARTERS: Continued from page 3

growth of other sectors of the
economy such as:

a) Mining sector through the
supply of aggregates, laterite,
limestone and other building
materials;

b) Cement manufacturing, Bitu-
men (Importation); steel pro-
duction to support
construction needs;

c) Property values are reportedly
appreciating by 30 – 40% as a
result of road transport infra-
structure;

d) Demand for petroleum pro-
ducts like Diesel, Petrol, Lubri-
cants and tyres have
increased as a result of con-
struction activities and the

need to operate machines. A
contractor reportedly ordered
600 new tyres for his trucks as
a result of payment to mobili-
ze to site.”

According to Adesina, “as the mini-
ster made his presentation, I ob-
served the President smiling in
delight, grinning broadly at some
other times, shaking his legs and
rubbing his palms together. He
sawmoney being well spent, the

dividends of democracy being de-
livered to the people, and he was
quite glad.”

Why not? Afterall, he said: “Our pri-
mary business over the next four
years is to work together towards
delivering the results that the peo-
ple of Nigeria expect from us.”

It is the #NextLevelTrain in motion.

And, it is unstoppable.

COVER: Continued frompage 4

Abridgeunder constructionon the
Bodo-Bonny road,RiversState

Abeneficiary, Abubakar
Tijani (right), receives the
keys tohishouse fromthe
Chairman,BoardofDirectors,
FMBN,DrAdewaleAdeeyo, in
thepresenceof theMinister
ofWorks&Housing,Mr
BabatundeFashola, san ( left)



O n Wednesday, 5 Februa-
ry, the Federal Executive
Council, with President
Muhammadu Buhari

chairing, approved of the memo
from the Federal Ministry of Works
and Housing to award contracts
for the construction of roads
across Nigeria valued at N65.9bil-
lion.

Minister of State for Works and
Housing, Engr Abubakar Aliyu,
FNSE, briefed correspondents co-
vering the State House, on the
roads and their value.

Construction of the Phase II of Ja-
lingo-Kona-Lau-Karim-Lamido
Road, about 29km, at N6.92 billion,
plus VAT. Phase I of the road alrea-
dy done.

Dualisation of the outstanding
portion of the Odukpani–Itu-Ikot-
Ekpene Road in Cross River State
to Akwa Ibom State, costing N50.3
billion and to be completed in 36
months.

In December 2019, a bridge in
Ajaokuta was shown having an
opening at the expansion joint.
Emergency repairs had begun on it
and FEC approved the sum of
N1.5billion for the job.

Reconstruction of the Iseyin/Oke-
ho road and two other bridges lo-
cated in Oyo State; at the cost of
₦6.87 billion and completion pe-
riod of 18 months.

Keep a date with FMW&H STRIDES
on the progress of construction.
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FECapprovesN65.9B
roads’ contracts

NOTES

MinisterofState forWorksandHousing,
EngrAbubakarAliyu, fnse

HonMinisterBabatundeFashola (left) at the5Feb2020FECmeeting
presidedoverbyPresidentMuhammaduBuhari (right)

NEXT LEVELAGENDA:Road signages across Nigerian highways for better travel experience and safety


